(a) The change in the body weights of male Flox mice (n = 12), male α-KO mice (n = 11), female Flox mice (n = 11), and female α-KO mice (n = 11) throughout experiments. (b) Immunohistochemistry of PDGFRα (brown) in Flox mice skin as a positive control (left), and α-KO mice (right) at 14 days after tamoxifen treatment for 5 consecutive days. Sections were counterstained with hematoxylin (pale blue). Scale bar indicates 50 µm. (a-c) Real-time PCR analyses of Col1a1, Col3a1 and Fn1 mRNA expression levels in Flox and α-KO fibroblasts; n = 6 per group. Expression levels of Col1a1 and Col3a1 mRNAs are significantly suppressed in α-KO fibroblasts. In contrast, expression level of Fn1 mRNA is comparable between two genotypes (n.s.). **, p < 0.01 versus Flox fibroblasts; ***, p < 0.001 versus Flox fibroblasts.
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